ARTICLE 4 ee BALTIMORE SUN 7 
“OMRAGE Approved For Reitast?388408/19 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000600250066-7 ; 
| | 


. CIA opposes absolute ban 


on recruiting journalists |. 


~ Washington (AP)—The Central Intel- 
ligence Agency should not be barred from 
recruiting foreign reporters or American 
journalists who are not accredited by a 
U.S. news organization, the Spy agency’s 
chief said yesterday. 


ter, said such a prohibition would unduly 


restrict the agency's intelligence- gather-_ 


ing ability. 

“admiral ‘Turner testified before a 
House intelligence subcommittee.on regu- 
lations he issued last year banning the CIA 
from establishing relationships with news 
correspondents—accredited by a US. 
news organization—for the purpose of 
conducting intelligence activities. "7 ~ 
. “Ym reluctant to keep drawing finer 


and finer lines,” he said in arguing. against . 


further restrictions, - 


“A US. media representative could ! 


quite legally work for the KGB [the Soviet- 


security police] but, under these regula- 


tions, not for me.” ; 
~- Admiral Turner also argued i in favor of 
retaining a provision authorizing him to 
waive the resirictions and to enlist a U.S.- 
accredited reporter if he feels it neces- 
sary. 
He said the escape. clause would be. 


used only in “an emergency situation—a | — 


life-or-death situation.” 

On other points, Admiral Turner said: 

@ Communist-bloc ‘intelligence ser- 
vices use their own journalists and news 
outlets such as Tass and Pravda for intel- 
ligence work and as a cover for intelli- 
gence operatives. 


‘He said the CIA also suspects that jour: 


nalists from non-Communist countries arg | 
used, either wittingly or unwittingly, by: 
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_ the KGB as sources of “information or dis- 
-information.” 


© CIA agents stationed in US. embas- 


_sies withhold some information from the 


ambassador even though the diplomat is 


-, in charge of all embassy personnel. Such | 
> Adm. Stansfield Turner, the CIA direc- 


information could include the names of | 
sources or foreign agents or details of op- | 
erations. i 
« “It doesn’t mean [the ambassador] is | 


“not in charge, but he doesn’t need all the | 


details to be in charge,” Admiral Turner 
said. 

On the-- -journalist-recruiting ‘ban, he | 
told the subcommittee, “We believe it is ! 
fair to require that a journalist be duly ac- | 
credited in order to be covered by this reg- | 


ulation.” —. ms 
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